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creature of the dust, is destined to live forever. He 
rembling in the scale of probation, which soon will turn 
heaven or hell. How important, then, that he make the best 


of his fleeting moments, that he may be happy forever! But 


1 


iow shall he know his duty? ‘To what source of information can 

ne fly, as an infallible guide to happiness and heaven? We an- 

swer, to the Bible. To God’s ownbook. ‘But how is this book 
! 


tobe understood?” By humbly seeking the aid of the Holy Spir- 
it, and properly using every means of correct interpretation 
Those who seek after a saving knowledge of the Holy Serip- 
tures, by humble prayer, for divine aid, shall “know of the doe- 
trine whether it be of God,” for, “The seeret of the Lord ig 
with them that fear him, and be will show them his covenant.”— 
Again, James says, “lf any man lack wisdom, let him ask of God, 
who giveth to all men liberally and upbraideth not.” 

It is enthusiasm, however, for amy person to look for a com- 
prehensive knowledge of all the mysterious doctrines of the gos 
gel, without a persevering and intense application of mind there- 
to; for, reason, so far from being superceded by miraculous com- 
munications of light and knowledge, was given to man for pur- 
poses of research and critical examination. Yes; man was indued 
with reason, for the noble purpose of rational service, and final 
accountability. The reasoning powers of man, it must be ac- 
knowledged, have become, in a measure, weakened and darkened 
dy sin, so that he cannot arrive at truth, ia many cases, with in. 


*uitive quickness, and infallible certainty; of course there are 
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wany taings about which he must content himself barely to con- 
jecture. He may avail limself of the profound wisdom, learning, 
and knowledge of others; and yet, he is compelled to wander in 
the wide fields of uncertainty; for ‘hey, as well as he, are limited 
and imperfect in all their powers;—so that after the labor of ma- 
ny toilsome years, he “knows but in part.” This, by some, has 
been construed into an objection against the system of truth, as 
revealed in the Bible. It is supposed to be inconsistent with the 
moral perfections of God, to place his creatures in a state of be- 
ing where they have so many things to understand, with such 
hmited powers. But this objection is founded on the erroneous 
opinion, that man now zs as intellectually perfect as he was when 
he came from the forming hand of God. Erroneous opinion, we 
say, for man has undergone a change, not only of body, from im- 
mortal to mortal, but of mind, from knowledge to ignorance; in 
short, his whole soul has become so beclouded, as to stand in ab 
solute need of divine illumination, before he can sayingly under- 
stand the mysteries of salvation. ‘‘But,” says the objector, “il 
mankind are brought into this lapsed state of existence by causes 
which operated before they were born, and, of course, by means 
aver which they had no preveptive control, it is the same in prin» 
ciple, in relation to them, as thongh their Maker had originally 
formed them so. This difficulty is obviated, in part, by a consid- 
eration of the fact, that God, ever merciful to his creatures, has 
made ample provision for their weakness and blindness, by the 
“True light which lighteth every man that cometh into the 
world,” and by that “‘saving grace which has appeared to all men.’ 
Mankind, enlightened by this Spirit, and assisted by this grace, 
are enabled to understand those truths, and practice those duties 
which God requires as necessary to their eternal salvation. 

Again, the very difficulty under which man labours in under 
standing and believing many important truths of God has its ad- 
vantages; for, if, in the work of his salvation, he find nothing dif- 

ficult, there can be nothing praiseworthy or rewardable in perform 
ing that work; so that, even our ignorance and weakness, may, 
by the proper use of means on our part, be converted into occa- 
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yiagtis O! eruciolS FCW ards in the day of eternity? For our ‘Coline 
fort, let us ever bear inmind, that God is not an “hard master;” 
he does not require at the hands of his frail creatures, what they 
cannot perferm. Therefore, he will never hold us bound to coni- 
prehend that which is absolutely incomprehensible, or believe 
what is incapable of proof, or contrary to the clearest dictates of 
common sense, or enlightened reason. There is one truth, how- 
ever, connected with the examination of this subject, which 
must not be lost sight of; that is, God, though he makes every 
reasonable allowance for our native blindness and weakness, com- 
nrands us to improve and exercise our rational powers in examin- 
lag “‘what is his will concerning us,” and, also, to “follow on to 
know thes Lord.” If we, therefore, neglect this duty, and ex- 
pect to exculpate ourselves on the score of ignorance, we shall 
be wofully disappointed. He who has made it part of our duty 
to “get wisdom, understanding and knowledge,” will never excuse 
us on the ground of ignorance, when that ignorance is removeable 
by suitable exertions on our part. We must “search the Scrip« 
tures;” “‘meditate in the law of God,” and “grow in the know- 
ledge of the truth.” But, here again, we meet with difficulties; 
ior the Scriptures themselves are “hard to be understood,” and, in 
some places, have the appearance of contradiction, or inconsisten- 
ey; hence the variety of sentiments in matters of religion. This 
leads us to a very important part of our present subject. The 
Scriptures of truth. These are the unsullied streams which flow. 
from the pure fountain of heavenly wisdom, and celestial light. 
“They have God for their author; truth, without any mixture of 
error, for their matter, and salvation for their end.” Let us ap- 
proach them with reverence, and examine them with pure inten- 
Hons. 

The sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, were 
published, for the most part, in the Hebrew and Greek languages. 
As the art of printing was unknown, at that time, the only means 
by which the sacred canon could be extensively circulated, was, 
by transcribing it on parchments, &c. As christianity extended 
‘tsclf throwgh heathen countries jt was necessary, not only to tran 
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scribe these records; but to translate them ito various dials 
fience the great number ol copies, versions, m museript 5, QC, Ke 
Under circumstances like these, it is natural to enquire, “Is it no! 
highly probable, that mterpolations, omissions, and various alter 
ations have been made, so that it is quite uncertain whether the 
present authorised version is so literally true in every particulag 
as to be infallibly relied on? It must be acknowledged, that yx 
rious alterations have been made, by mistakes in transeribing or 
translating, as appears from the various readings, in different co- 
pies, and versions; and this should teach us to be moderate in our 
polemical discussions, and not to place too much stress upon 
shades of meaning, or passages susceptible of different interpre- 
tations. Nor should we condemn a man as guilty of altering thy 
Scriptures, who avails himself of extensive learning to arrive a’ 
the proper reading of a text, and takes the liberty to make wha‘ 
he believes to be an improvement in the common translation; 0: 
even translate from another than the common version. — It is wel! 
known that the present English translation was made about two 
hundred years ago, and “with the former translations was dili. 
gently compared and revised.” ‘The expressions, “compared and 
revised,” which may be found on the title page of every English 
Bible, shows that it differed from all that preceded it. And ther: 
is just as much inconsistency in objecting to new translations, by 


competent men, that there was in objecting, two hundred years 


ago, to our common version. It is a source of consolation to 
know, that notwithstanding the various readings of the numerous 
versions and copies, that they all, more or less, bear the stamp 
of their divine origin, and unite in the great essentials of our ho- 
ly religion, so that infidelity has nothing to gain from this quarter 

Another circumstance which makes it more difficult to under- 
stand the sacred writings, in all cases, is their division into chap 
ters and verses, as we have them. These divisions were no’ 
made by the inspired penman; but by a writer in the dark ages 
several hundred years after the coming of Christ. In many in- 


+ 
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stances the, chain of reasoning is broken off, and the meaning Q 
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‘le Writer almost entirely obscured, by cutting up his discourse 
ito chapters and verses. 

There is one more circumstance, which, to ws, at least, appears 
of importance to be known and considered, in order to a proper 
understanding of our common English translation; that is, it was 
made by zealous, not to say bigoted Calvinists. Any person who 
will make himself acquainted with the history of the Synod of 
Dort, and the spirit with which the Calvinists persecuted the 
poor Arminians, (called Remonstrants,) will easily see the feel- 


ngs and sentiments by which the translators of the Bible were 


actuated, when James the First, appomted them for that purpose 


The above will show the reason why modern Calvinists, for the 
most part, are so strenuously opposed to all new transiations.— 
They know that their system has every thing to fear from such 
illucidations as tend to unfold the real meaning of all those pas- 
sages Which are translated with an eye to the support of Calvin- 
ism. 

The Methodists, in this country, have been represented, bya 
writer of the Calvinistic Magazine, as selecting such passages 
out of the sacred book, as suit their own views, and passing by 
others, which are supposed to favor Calvinism. ‘This is an un- 
charitable allegation; and we intend to notice, as we have time, 
such passages as Calvinists rely on for the support of their senti- 
ments, and show that we are willing to meet them on any ground 
thatis scriptural. But, before we enter on this subject, we wish 
to submit to the consideration of our readers, some plain rules 
and preliminaries to assist them to a right interpretation of Scrip- 
ure. These rules are furnished by Mr. Sellan, and we present 
‘hem without alteration. 

“‘Ist. That we must never strive to bring the Scriptures to our 
system; but take our system from the S¢riptures, mghtly under- 
st ood. 

“2nd. That no interpretation of Scripture can be right, which 
!p poses the holiness, justice, wisdom, power, or mercy of God, up- 

on the terms proposed in the gospel. 

‘3rd. That we must not drag in the sovereignty of God to 
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soWe difficulties, so as to confront his other attributes; for ting 
savors more of anility and impiety, than of sound reason and reli» 
£7072. 

“4th. That one text of Scripture must never be interpreted so 
a$ to contradict another; nor any one so as to oppose certain truth 
er contradict reason, though the matter of some texts may exered 
the comprehension of reason, 

“5th. That in the Hebrew language, the signs doth, did, hare, 
had, shall, will, may, can, might, would, should, could, ought, 
must, let, are all included in one notation of a verb; many of them, 
also, in the Greek; and in many places of our translation of the 
Bible, are to be taken one for another; the context, or analogy of 
faith, so requiring. 

“6th. That Hebrew verbs in the Hiphil form are to be under- 
stood, either in a declarative, causative, or permissive sense, as the 
matter in hand, and the analogy of faith require; which form the 
Greek writers have expressed by verbs in izo and wno, and some- 
times by derivative verbs pure; and where such are wanting by 
aorist and perfect tenses. 

“7th. That Hebrew verbs in the Pial form (which according, to 
some, is no other than the Hiphil contracted, or Kal for Hiphil) 
is often used for Hiphil; and sometimes, also, frequentatively. 

“8th. That Hebrew verbs in the Hithpahel form imply recipro- 
cation or self-agency,and oftentimes perseverance in action; which 
form in the Greek and English scriptures, is often expressed by 
verbs passive. 

“9th. That simple or primitive verbs are sometimes used for de- 

yivatives. 
« “f0th. That the Imperative mood, which has the appearance of 
command, exhortation, or prayer, is frequently to be understood as 
foretelling, permitting, or supposing a thing; and is used for the 
future tense. 7 

“11th. That the present tense often implies continuation of ac- 
tion; the matter so requiring. 

“12th. That theperfect tense is often used for the *mperfect or 
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pau-lo-post-future; so that a thing is said to be done when ®t is Qa 
ly now in doing, or soon after to be done. 

“13th. That the third person singular of active verbs is often 
ised impersonally. 

“14th. That sometimes a thing is positively declared to be done, 
when the matter ought to have been proposed interrogatively. 

“J5th. That the writers of the New Testament frequently 
use the septuagint words in their sense, and accommodate Greek 
words to the full notion of the Hebrew or Chaldee, to which they 
answer; Which is often different from the Attic. 

“16th. That these particles and phrases, and, but, if, so, also, 
therefore, then, when, nor, neither, now, even, or, with, together- 
vith, but, yet, because, that, to the end that, as although, all being 
signified by the Hebrew vax, and for that reason most, if not all of 
them, by the Greek kat are oftentimes put the one for the other, 

“17th. That the Hebrew and Greek prepositions being very 
vague and unfixed in their meaning, have occasioned_a wrong con- 
struction to be put upon many passages of Scripture. 

“18th. That there are some interpolations (printed in Italic 
characters) in our English Bibles, which are useless, some absurd, 
and some contrary to the analogy of faith; and while someellipses 
are badly supplied, others, which ought to be, are not supplied 
at all. 

“19th. That many promises and threatenings in Scripture are 
ubsolute in form, which, nevertheless, are conditional, as to mat: 
fer and meaning: the condition is implied, though not expressed. 

“20th. That the sacred penmen, in their writings, frequently 
allude to customs in use in the eastern countries, the knowledge 
of which custom is needful for the right understanding of the. 
Scriptures. 

“2Ist. That in expounding the Scriptures, we must always 
consider, whether it be God or man that speaks; if man, whether 
good or bad—whether inspired or not. If God, his Prophets or 
Apostles speak, what, to whom, upon what occasion, to what 
end.” ‘ ‘ 

We chall continue our remarks upon this subject next week. 
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Camp-.Veeting at Nelson's Camp rowan —This cam Ip grow ti 
i$ situated seven miles above Jonesborough, Tennessee, in Jones- 


boro’ Circuit. A camp-meeting commenced at that place on 
Thursday the 30th ultimo, and continued till the Wednesday fol- 
lowing. The Lord has frequently visited his people there, for 
near twenty years past, but seldom, if ever, in a more signal 
manner than he did at the late mee fing. Stxty-three persons were 
ascertained to have professed a saving change of heart; and nine- 
ty were received as probationers in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church. How good is the Lord to his people! Many parents 
were blessed wiih the sight of their dear clnidren’s conversion. 
They heard them shout aloud the praises of our great Emanuel 
Multitudes were powerfully arrested, and greatly concerned, about 

their souls’ salvation, who made no profession of re ligion, and did 
not attach themselves to the church. May they never stop short 
of a satistactory aggurance that they are born of God! 

From first to last, the ministers appeared to preach with light 
and liberty. The doctrines of our holy religion were lucidly ex- 
plamed, in all their saving pureness, and powerfully applied to the 
consciences of the hearers. Ride on, victorious Prince, ill all 


nations under heaven, shall acknowledge thee as their rightful 
Sovereign! 
For the Holston Conference Messenger. 
Mr. Eniror:— a“ of those who are opposed to Arminian- 
ism, frequently urg : this objec tion, that “the majority of the un- 
converte d are in Sarde of Arminianism, and opposed to Calvinism. 
Suppose we admit the truth of the. position, we must, of course, 
admit the consequences which flow from it. It is certain, that 
the Calvinists have been as long in this country as the Arminians, 
and have had greater opportunities of disseminating their tene ts 
than any other people; for most of the institutions of Icarning 
have been under their influence. They have had their learned 
preachers, also, as well as the influence of many wealthy per- 
sons, to abet their cause; and yet they have to lament, that a ma- 
jority of the people are “opposed to Calvinism!” What must be 
the most natural conclusion, then, from the above con cession? 
Why, it is either that the C ‘alvinists have been guilly of great 
dereliction of duty, in neglecting to disseminate their doctrines; 
or, that unregenerate men are, in most cases, destitute of common 
sense; or, that Calvinism is inconsistent with,common sense. 
That the Calvinists have been negligent in the use of means, to 
promulgate their doctrines, is not true; for they have been inde- 
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Swigable io make as many converts as possible, “compassilg Sea 
‘ a! . a} rf 7? ' , 

ind land to make one proselyte. 

That most unregenerate men are destitute ot common sense, 


sal ae for they are as ¢ apable of judging as to the truth or 


alsehood ¢ * Rabctic al princ iples as regenerate persons are — 
Phe Hopkins ins teac p that the intellectual powers of men are 
ot depraved—that they are as strong and discriminating as they 


were before the fall. 1) he concession, then, that unregenerate 
nen are generally opposed to Calvinism, is a tacit acknowledg- 

t, that Calvinism is directly opposed to the good sense of 
nade and, that the good sense of men in general is in favor 
i Avminianism, COMMON SENSE, 


ee ee 


TRINITY IN UNITY, REPRESENTED IN NATURE. 


"he doctrine of the dicinal trinity in umty may be collected 


mo numberless appearances in nature. A consideration of the 
uerb (refoil is said to have been the means of fully convineing the 
learned Erasmus of the truth of the assertion, These Three ari 


One; and yet three distinct. He saw the same root, the same 
res, the same pulpy substance, the same membraneous cover 
ug, the same colour, the same taste, the same smell, in every 
vart; and yet the three leaves distinct: but each and all a contin 
lation of the stem, and proceeding from the same root. Such a 
jict as this may at least illustrate the doctrine. L.vasmus, it ts 
aid met with an intelligent shepherd upon the mountains, whe 
shibited the herb, and the illustration, while discoursing or 
ertain difficulties in the Christian faith. A. ¢ 








(cod, it seems, has always borne witness, some way or other, t 
‘is faithful followe rss there ‘by giving them assurance, the yw 
i his favour. Enoch, it appears, had it, “for before tis tran: ls 


tiou he had this testimony, that he pleased God; see He! 
i 2. 


The Jews say, that when the scape goat was sent into th 
wilderness, a scarlet thread was tied to the te mple door, which, 
5 soon as the goat was arrived in the wilderness, turne rf white, 
which was not only a token to them of its arrival there, but was 
so an indication of their sins being forgiven; as if said, 
Mie your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow, 
isa. i, 18. This scarlet thread, they say, ceased turning white 
int years before the destruction of the temple , Which was about 

‘time Jesus Christ, who was typified by the scape goat, made 
toma for sip ‘ Talmud 
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PROM ZION’S HERALD 
The Glorious success of the Christian Religion. 

Righteen hundred and twenty-seven years have rolled by since 
the advent of the Messiah was announced by angels to the hum- 
ble shepherds, and simee the star im the east directed the wise 
men to the manger where lay Ziou’s infant King. The whil- 
winds of war have passed over the earth, spreading desolation 
and death,—the monuments of grandeur have crumbled into dust 
—Kings have been prostrated from their lofty thrones, and 
empires have passed away in the terrific drama of destruc tion, 
since the way of access to God by the blood of the atonement 
—since the humiliating doctrines of the cross were first published 
to the fallen and guilty by Christ and his apostles, and since ‘the 
glorious and sublime editic e of the Christian religion first dipped 
its spire in the clouds and shed a refulgence of light on the dark- 
ness of the world. 

Notwithstanding the benevolent design of the Christian reli. 
gion, so humiliating were its doctrines, so pure and strict its pre- 
ce pts and requirements, that to the bi gote d Jews it was a stum- 
bling-block and to the refined Greeks foolishness; yea many and 
powerlul were its enemics; kings and the great ones of the earth 
have stood up to stop its march and hedge up its way. But 1 
hath triumphed over the bulwarks of opposition i in every age and 
in every clime, and kept its way amid the melancholy ruins 0! 
ages. The prejudice of big ‘otry—the tyramy of ignorance ani 
blind superstition have fled before it as the shades of might before 
the orb of day. The world which was enveloped in “the dark- 
ness of moral might has been illuminated by it; ‘‘the people which 
satin darkness have seen a great light; and to them | which sat 
in the region and shadow of death hight is sprung up.” 

Glorious indeed has been the success of the Christian reli gion 
Before the moral and salutary influence ofits doctrines idol god 
have fallen from the shrines on which they stood, and heathen 
temples have been demolished; inveterate prejudices have been 
subdued,—corrupt natures have been changed,—and countless 
numbers of immortals have beea turned from darkness to light, 
and from the power of sin and Satan unto God. If we look on 
the pages of history, we shall see how the glory of the world hath 
passed away, and how the mighty of the earth with splendid 
kingdoms have fallen, while revealed religion has continued her 

elon ious march and h: is been crowned w ith success unparalleled 
in the annals of human events. Where now are the trophies 0} 


grandeur and magnificence which once adorned Jerusalem, the 
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lewis metropolis? They are amid the undistinguished wreck 
of ages. Jerusalem fell before the vengence of Rome; her in 
abitants with wicked hands had crucified the Lord of glory, and 
wrath come upon them to the uttermost. For a moment behold 
Greece in her glory, the garden of the globe. Listen to the im- 
mortal strains of her poets, and to the sublime eloquence of her 
orators. Where now is the glory of ancient Greece? Where 
yow is the land of science and of song? Where now are het 
eloquent orators—her illustrious state smen—her immortal poets? 
They have gone down the rapid tide of time, and have vanished 
mn the vorte of revolutions. FVhere now is Greece? From the 
grasp of the infidel Turk slie is struggling to be tree; but should 
she obtain her freedom even with that she has fallen—her glory 
bas departed, and darkness and gothic ignorance in a great de- 
gree rest upon the bosom of her land. From her mauy towers 
behold Rome in all her splendor and glory. She was the 
tress of the world, and on her walls waved the flags of aii 
tions. Carthage fell before her, and the mighty Hannibal lifted 
his arm against her, but she crushed it. Cesar there lived. His 
path was conquest, ‘and lamentable was the fate of that heyo who 
dared his vengence. Nero also lived there, the tyrannical Nero, 
who swayed his sceptre on a throne ot blood, yea on a throne 
deluged with the tears of unoffending innocence. View the pages 
of history, and his name will be found written in human blood 
The cries of his victims have ascended to heaven tor vengeance 
to rest upon him; but why do I pursue his story—he is no more; 
he lias long since left the stage and ceased to act this part in the 
creat drama of human life. And mighty Rome, where is she 
now? She has tumbled over the precipice of faction and is lost 
in the vortex of revolutions and anarchy, while the tremendous 
military dramas of warriors have closed one after another and 
passed ofl the stage for ever. 

Jesus the mighty conqueror, still lives; his cause still flour- 
ishes, and dreadful will be the fate of that rebel who dares the 
vengeance of his arm. Although the heathen rage and the peo- 
ple imagine a vain thing; although the kings of the earth set them- 
selves, and the rulers take counsel together against the Lord and 
against his anointed, saying, let us break their bands asunder, 
and cast away their cords from us. The Lord will have them in 
derision, yea, He, who sitteth upon the circle of the earth, in 
whose hands are the destinies of angels and of men, who can ar- 
range events and circumstances which appear tous to be of smal\ 
moment, into a miglity hinge, on which will turn the fate of em- 
pires and kingdoms. ean bring to naught their wicked designs. 
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destroy the weapons of their unholy warfare. extend the 1 
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° Influences OF Ui sospel ana unlur. the banners ol the cross iy 
every part of the habuable world. 
“Jesus shall reign where’er the sun 


Does his successive journeys ‘run; 
{lis kingdom spread fiom shore to shore, 





Till moons shall wax and wane no more 

Irom north to south the princes mie et 

To pay their homage at his feet: 

While western empires own their Lord 

And savage tmbes attend his word.” 
C.R 
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FROM ZIONS HERALD 
PASTIME, NO. ILL. 
“Briet time advances quick in tread— 
Few hours remain, and dark: 
Those hours spend not 
tn ve employ,—impe rtine nt—- 
They ne’ péeieus 
Nor deem it dullness to stand still and pause 
When dread eternity hath claims so high.” 


Ju our nature are planted the very seeds of death. Soou as 
: begin to live, we also begin to die; and thousands die before 
th y know what ttistolive. But better, far better is it for such, 
than for those who live vears without God and without me in 
the world.—Reader, is it not possible, that you may regret upon 
your dying bed, that so much of your time has heéa spent in 
&rivolous employ? *—so little in prayer to God—so little in domg 
goods Many live in this world as though time were never to 
end, and ete rnity never to begin. But we must soon enter upon 
the untried scenes of that unknown world. And if we have 
temerity enough to put off repentance, and to trifle away the time 
given us to prepare for death, we should consider beforehand, 
the strength we shall need, “to bear the wrath of an offended God.” 
Why is it, so many forget t these things while well and in the 
bloom of life?— 














“Will toys amuse when medicines cannot cure‘ 
When spirits ebb,—when life’s enchanting scenes 
Their lustre lose, and lessen in our sight, 

As lands, and cities with their glittering spires, 
To the poor shattered bark, hy sudden storm 
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Will tovs amus No: thrones will 
And earth and skies seem dust upon the se 
And re ader, that ume is at hand—even while your eyes art 


fixed on this paper, death im: 1y give the long suspended blow 


You have not ihe lease of a ‘single momMeu every breath you 
lraw is an unmerited gift of Heaven.—It is the mere y of a good 
God that has kept you in being until now—how reasonabhl: 
(| al your lite should be His sacrince, For you are ne 
wn, you are bought witha price. The bh od of the immaculate 


i. 
} 
if 


Redeemer has been paid, to give you a time—a space for repent- 
. - ’ . ‘ > . 
ce. Reader, think seriously on tuese things! p. iore anotthe i 
umber of the Herald is prepared jor your perusal, the eyes 
1 are thece Jj a : le a ; ee, ; 
ch trace these lines may be closed in death. 


Vew London, dugust 7, 182% 


1 haly life. —It is to be feared that few are disposed to give 
iat serious regard to the little duties and eireumsiances of lite, 
hich their important bearing on thecharacter demands. Often 
ive I been pained, to see a Christian, zealous, liberal, and con 
ientious ti public lite, not set the same odibyisig ae in 

private, nor sufficiently watch against temptations to petty slan- 
ler, peevishness, and indolence. His worldly acquaint ince will 
him by these trivial events; and for his ae onsistency he 
inust listento the taunting sneer, ‘What do ye more than others?’ 
wd see them draw trom his conduct motives for their own neg- 
ect of relixion. Thus will the young. convert ju ige him; and 
iW must the conscience of this nexpericnced pilgrim be wound- 
1, and the shades of discouragement thrown around his Chris- 
ai path, by the wanderings ef his brother. By this rule, wil! 
the Saviour himself pronounce sentence on his character; for in 
that solemn, prophetic history which he has left us of the pro 
ceedings of his tribunal on the judgment day, we do not Gnd | hat 
those on the left hand receive their dreadful doom because they 
had openly profaned his name, or given themselves up to out- 
rageous wickedness, but me rely for neglecting those wants of man- 
kind, whieh eve ry day brought opportunities of supplying. 
Neither were the righteous w elcome ‘d to the abodes of bliss, be- 
cause their zeal had incurred the sufferings of martyrdom or had 
prompted to the sacrifice of life or fortune, or ease, for religion; 
but because they had conscientiously performed those little acts of 
Kindness and charity which their fellow-men needed; had gone 
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apotind in humble obscurity to sooth the pangs of sickness, pore 
erty, and misfortune. 

On the other hand, how love ly that character in which reli. 
gion regulates the whole lite,and descends to the minutest actions 
—What a fine imitation of our Saviour’s life! What a be autifal 
exemplification of the precepts of our religion! Ifany thing can 
send home to the heart of the worldly man a conviction of his 
folly, it 1s this living, present reproot, a holy life. This godlike 
superiority will portray in burning characters the guilt-of sin and 
the value of Christian principle. Such a one is the fountain of 
the encouragement and rejoicing to his fellow Christians. Even 
tae anzles of heaven, at the sight, must tune their harps to g 

. f praise to the Redeemer, and receive in triumph 

le trophy of renewing grace. The Saviour himsel; 

glories of Divinity, shall] be his friend in life, and 

nim at last a more abundant entrance into his kingdom oi 
everiasting happiness and rest. 


GOOD SIGNS. 

When 1 see souls drawn to a churchof Christ ; and behold 
them willingly assuming the obligations, the reproaches, and 
crosses iicident to the Christian profession it is a good sign ; be 
cause those doves must smell of balsam which allure many 
other doves to their windows. When I see ministers o! 
the gospel impelled by the noble ardor of divine love perfor ming 
the work assigned them with discrimination, with a pungency 
that stings the torpid conscience, and yet with an affection whict 
molifies the laceration of the wounded spirit. I pronounce it : 
good signa; because that sacred fire which begins to burn firs’ 
about the alter, wl soon fill the temple. 

When Isee aman patient under the rebukes of a friend, an4 
listening with attention to all the remonstrances of kindness, 
breaking out into no resentment, and extenuating his faults by no 
equivocations, it 1s a hopetul sign; because there may be some 
truth even in the revilings of our enemies, much more in th 
healing admonitions of friends. : 

When I see Christians laying aside their sectarian peculiar 
ties and loving one another with a pure heart fervently, 1 conside: 
it a good sign; because it will not be so well to commence ac 
quaintance, only when they meet in heaven. 

It is a good sign, when a sermon sets the héarers at thinking, 
and reflecting upon themselves, rather than to commending and 


complimenting the preacher. , 
It is oftena token for good, when Ged turns upon his childrer 
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aud wrings out to them the waters of a full cup, because they 
are apt to take deeper root when trodden down into humility, 
and because, he seems in such a case to be asserting his claim to 
them, and to conducting them through the ordinary tests. 
Col. Star. 


From the U. S. Review and Literary Gazette. 
On seeing a child kneeling upon his Mother's grave in tears, 


while his play-fellows were sporting among the monuments of 
the dead, 


“O, soft are the breezes that play round the tomb, 
And sweet with the violet’s watted perfume, 
With lilies and jessamine fair.” 

Bowrmeg’s Russian Poets 


Child! dost thou mourn o’er the narraw bed 
Of a mother, laid to rest? 

Hark! its the voice of the dear one dead: 

‘Sweet are the tears by affection shed, 
Green be the grave turf drest 


‘Come at the hour when the night-dews weep 
Come with the breaking light 
Come at the hour when the moonmbeams sleep, 
Come when the winds of autumn sweep 
O’er the chords of the solemn nigh 


‘Here is the field where the mighty lie, 

In the pride of glory bowed; 
And deep is the breath of the mourner’s sigh 
And dimmed is the light of beauty’s eye, 

At thought of the chilly shroud. 


“The lovely, too, with the crested worm 
Here in silence rests her now; 

Gone is the grace of her angel-form, 

one—like the gleam of the lightning storm 
The fire of her possioned brow.” | 


Why, ’mid the tearsof the green grave’s flowers, 
the voice of the trifler gay? 
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Ah! itis youth im his festive hours, 
Like fawns in the shade of spring’s gay bowers, 
On the turf of the dead at play! 


Youth! from the tomb hear the spirit’s moan, 
Like the zephyr tones of even, 
“Leave me, leave me, ye triflers alone, 
"Till the mourner kneels at the sculptured stone. 
And reads of the bliss‘of Heaven.” 


Life, in its morn, hath a joy-lit eye, 
And gay are its bright wreaths spread: 
When the infant of days and the hoary die, 


A tear’s at their hearse and a pitying s ‘sigh— 


But mirth o’er the buried dead! 


so — 


A SUMMER’S MORN, 
Sweet the beams of rosy morning, 
Silent chasing gloom av ay; 
Lovely tints the sky adorning, 
Harbiug: rs of opening day! 
See the king of day appearing; 
Slow his progress and serene | 
Soon | fee! the influence cheering 
Ot this grand and lovely scene! 


Lovely songsters joo their voice: 
Harmony the grove pervade 5. 
All in nature now rejoices, 
Light and joy succeed the shades; 
Stars withdraw, and man arise 
To his labor cheerful goes; 
Day’s returning blessing’s prizes, 
And in praise his pleasure shows 


May each morn, that im succession, 
Adds new mercies ever flowing, 
Leave a strong and deep impression 
Of my debt for ever growing! 
Debt of love, ah! how increasing! 
Days and years fresh blessings bring, 
But my praise shall flow unceasing. 
‘And my Maker’s love Pil sing! $6 


